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                                                   THE BEAUTY OF GOD’S CREATION 

As the month of May has ended and brought us May flowers, then June brings the beginning of 
Summer, and we cannot help but be reminded of the beauty of God’s creation.  We hear about 
climate change everywhere and how we are bringing about this change.  I have to say, I see 
God’s creation as beautiful and cannot paint it any other way.  God created this world of ours 
and only He knows when it will end.  There are butterflies, birds in the air, beautiful flowers and 
plants, mountains and trees, and fish in the ocean and our lakes.  God’s creation is still here if 
only we look at the beauty all around us.  “God looked at everything He had made, and He found 
it very good.”  Genesis 1: 31. 

                                      FLOWERS AND CREATURES OF GOD’S CREATION 
                                                               By Sandy Baden, TOF 
                                              
                                                                                                                   “I Love Monarch Butterflies” 

As I pounder the beauty before me, I can 
feel the wind as it touches my face, as if God 
has just awakened my soul.  To sense His 
presence while thinking He had just passed 
before me to admire what I see. 

My God shows me the beauty of the flowers 
and the trees as the gentle wind bends them 
and does no harm.  The flow of the breeze as a 
humming bird struggles to remain still as it 
aggressively flaps its wings. 

The Monarch Butterfly with it’s beautiful 
coloring flutters around as if it does not 
know where it is going, adds beauty 
to the landscape, finds its flower, and                                                        
stops for nourishment.                                                                                                                             
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From the soil comes the flower that grew 
from a seed and was nourished from the 
rain that God had provided its life.  Dare 
I question the gift of the water that came 
from the sky? 

Thank you my Lord, as I see and feel the 
beauty of your creation.  The whisper of the 
wind and the breeze that tells me you are 
here.  The flower that grew from the soil and 
the rain that stimulated its growth.  AMEN! 

  

                                                                                                                       “Is Duck Season Over Yet”  
                                                                                                                           by Sandy Baden, TOF 
                                                                                                                                  

                                                                
ROE V WADE HAS BEEN REVERSED…May God Bless our Country as we continue our prayers 
for Life! 

 
                                 Love Me As Jesus Loves Me 

Mom, I am within you and I love the feel of your warmth. 
                I love your laugh and feel your Smile. 
                        Love me as Jesus Loves me. 

Mom, I feel your heart beating along with mine, we are one. 
                I am growing inside you, do you feel it? 
                         Love me as Jesus Loves me. 

Mom, I am looking forward to being outside.  What is it like? 
                       I am resting in the feel of you. 
                          Love me as Jesus Loves me. 

Mom, God chose you to be my mother, how awesome is that? 
                   Can you feel I am here as I feel you? 
                          Love me as Jesus Loves me. 

                                                          Mom, I am coming to see you and can not wait to see your face. 
                                                                         I want to see the world and what love I can give. 
                                                                                     Love me as Jesus Loves me. 

                                                                                         I Love You…I am Here! 
                                                                                                                                          Sandy Baden, TOF 
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                        A REFLECTION ON CHAOS AND DISCERNMENT 
                                                By: Sandy Baden, TOF 

 

Reflecting on my succulent garden, which had 
been neglected for over a year, I realized it was 
overgrown with tall weeds.  There were so 
many interesting succulents and now I could 
not see them, and were they still there?  Seeing 
nothing but light brown sticks of weeds every-
where, I stepped in the middle of it all and  
started pulling, very carefully, the weeds out 
of the ground.  One by one the succulent plants 
began to emerge out of the chaos that nature 
had created.  When the weeding was done, and 
the garden was clear, there was a beautiful 
succulent garden, which had multiplied in 
growth. 

 

This has brought to mind the scripture 
passage Jesus told in Mt. 13:  36-41, as 
Jesus explains the parable of the sower.  
‘The good seed is the Son of man, the 
field is the world, and the weeds are the 
sons of the evil one.’  Does this not 
reflect on what we are experiencing today 
with the chaos that is taking over some 
of our city streets?  Scattered amongst our 
good people are the violent who are 
creating confusion, hurting our police, 
innocent bystanders, and covering the 
good intent for the rest of us. 
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Have we lost sight of our trust in God?  Why are 
some attempting to destroy our police 
departments, those who are good, and not 
pulling out, one by one, the evil that is so clearly 
smothering all good intent.  Shouldn’t 
we be looking to “pull out” the bad rather than 
the good.  It seems everything is upside down. 
“When good confronts evil there must be 
suffering,” as Fr. Benedict Groeschell, C.F.R. 
has said.  We should be using prayerful 
discernment to listen and understand everyones 
issues as we follow the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

There will always be evil people in this field of bad intent and there is also 
good.  We should trust in our prayer that God will show us the way through 
all the weeds we are hiding behind and aggressively show our love and 
forgiveness through the chaos that has been allowed to continue in our 
country today.  Pray and believe in that prayer to help save the world from 
evil and also save our souls through our Lord Jesus Christ.  God Bless! 

          XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

                                   “Pray, hope and don’t worry. 

                         Prayer is the best weapon we 

                        have; it is the key to God’s heart.” 
                           
                                    St. Padre Pio 
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Franks’s Novitiate Ceremony: 

 

        April 9, 2022 
  

Congratulations Frank on 
entering the Novitiate and 
your continued journey 
towards Profession as a 
TOF…God Bless! 

Attached is the Procession 
Safety Plan for The Legion 
of Mary submitted by 
Frank. 

                                                                            (Insert map,  highlighting the specific route) 
                                                               
                                                                        NB: The proposed route will commence from (insert 
                                                                        name & assures of church) and insert names of all 
                                                                        roads and direction traveled…before arriving back at 
                                                                        (insert name and address of church) 
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The Legion of Mary – Procession Safety Plan

Overview

Name Legion of Mary Procession

Descrip�on The Legion of Mary wish to conduct a procession in [insert 

name of city] on [insert day and date].

Requestor The Legion of Mary, XX Praesidium, [insert name of city] 

(contact name and number: XXX)

Approver [Insert name of local council]

Opportunity/need The Legion of Mary was founded in 1921 and has been 

opera&ng in [insert name of city] for several decades 

performing apostolic work in the spirit of the Catholic Faith.

We intend to commence the procession from [insert name 

and address of church] and walk along the route in the map 

below before ending the procession approximately 45 mins 

later back at [insert name and address of church]. We intend 

to commence the procession at [insert &me].

Objec�ves/bene&ts  To honour Jesus; and 

 To pray for the people in the city of [insert name of city].

Ac�vity Prayers and singing hymns whilst walking along the proposed 

route. There will not be any poli&cal slogans displayed, this is 

a purely religious event.

Resources

Budget The Legion of Mary will cover all its administra&on costs 

associated with the procession.

People The Legion of Mary will provide a su1cient number of 

volunteers to act as Marshalls for a2endees. Marshalls will 

wear hi-vis vests to clearly iden&fy themselves and there will 

be 4rst aid representa&ves available.

Other Considera�ons

Constraints The precise number of a2endees is unknown however we 

expect between 100-200 people to a2end the event.

Request: The Legion of Mary request [insert name of local council] approval for a procession

in [insert name of city] on [insert day and date].

Map of Intended Route:
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                                                       EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
                                               ISOLATED TERTIARIES SCHEDULE 

MONDAY:            Judith Inglesby, TOF 
                   

TUESDAY:           Linda Menser, TOF 

        
WEDNESDAY:    Lius Guzman, TOF 
                         Judith Inglesby, TOF 
                         Paul and Mary Tag, TOF 

THURSDAY:        Sandy Baden, TOF 

     
FRIDAY:               Linda Menser, TOF                 
                         Pepe Ventosa, TOF 

SATURDAY:        Ericka Witover, TOF                 

SUNDAY:             Linda Menser, TOF 

                 
  
Please include prayer for the intentions of our Pope, bishops and priests. 
Also pray for the Community of Friars of the Immaculate Conception 
Province, for an increase in religious vocations in their Community and for 
all the intentions of the members of the Isolated Tertiaries Community.    6 



               IN LOVING MEMORY WE PRAY FOR:   MICHAEL RICHARD MARTIN 

Michael Richard Martin (Rick) passed away on June 17, 2022 after a 
battle with cancer and is the loving brother of Linda Menser, TOF. 
We offer the loving arms of our Lord Jesus Christ for Linda Menser, TOF 
and family for their grief at this time. 

                Peace I leave with you                                      
               My peace I give you…. 
                   Do not let your hearts 
            be troubled or afraid. 
                 John 14: 27 

                                                                                                 
                                                                      Linda’s Memorial for her brother, Rick 

Michael Richard Martin was sixty-three years old.  He was a Naval Officer 
and served his country as a Lawyer.  Later, Rick became a Teacher in a 
Catholic High School for Eighteen years and taught Languages.  He was 
loved by everyone and our sympathy is given to his family in prayer. 
                                              
                            THE 1978 USCCB BISHOPS STATEMENT 31 & 32 
                                      (After Pope John Paul II’s Speech) 
                                     Submitted by:  Linda Menser, TOF 

We urge Catholic Officials who choose to depart from church teaching on  
on the inviolability of human life in their public life to consider the 
consequences of their own spiritual well being as well as scandal they risk 
by leading others into serious sin.   #31 

The Gospel of Life must be proclaimed and human life defended, in all 
 places and all times.  The arena for moral responsibility included not only 
 the halls of government, but the voting booth as well.  Laws that permi 
abortion euthanasia and assisted suicide are profoundly unjust, and we 
 should work peacefully and tirelessly to oppose and change them.  #32    7 



                                           ADMONITION X 
                                          Exterior Mortification 

   Many people blame the devil or their neighbor when they fall 
into sin or are offended.  But that is not right.  Everyone has his 
own enemy in his power and this enemy is his lower nature 
(=body) which leads him into sin.  Blessed the religious (= the 
servant, Mt. 24: 46) who keeps enemy a prisoner under his 
control and protects himself against it.  As long as he does this 
no other enemy, visible or invisible, can harm him. 

“Blessed is that servant whom his master on his arrival finds doing so.  
Mt. 24:46).”  What does this scripture say to us?  Who is our Master and 
to whom do we give obedience upon his arrival?  There is only one answer 
to these questions and that is our Lord Jesus Christ.  We must train our 
mind and our thoughts toward our Master.  Doing God’s will is most 
important to remember on our journey as Third Order Franciscans. 

Admonition X seems to be an extension of Admonition IX as we examined 
Charity, Mt. 5:44, “love your enemies (do good to those who hate you and 
pray for those who persecute you).”  Now we are looking at ourselves and 
how we should avoid temptations by the devil.  The devil may tempt us as 
Lothar Hardick, O.F.M. mentions, ‘the influence of the evil enemy in 
connection to our sin and how the attempts made by the devil are to deceive 
men’s souls.’   This is so true in our everyday lives and sometimes we may 
not even realize the implications and temptations as they happen. 

It is also stated, ‘Satan’s only desire is to prevent man from raising his mind 
and heart to his Lord and God.’  We should always be on guard and keep in 
mind each day our obedience to our prayer.  This is sometimes so difficult 
with all that we do in the course of one day, but that is why we pray and  
our desire should be to obtain God’s will rather than our own.  Keeping a 
rosary with you at all times is always a good reminder of our Blessed 
Mother’s protection.  That is one of the rules of the Knights of Columbus, 
to carry a Rosary wherever you go. 
                                                                                                                                      8 



The statement by Lothar Hardick, O.F.M. as he explains Francis was 
conscious of the fact that the devil tempted man, but did not himself 
commit man’s sin.  This is an interesting statement because we sometimes 
do not think it is our fault, but it is the devil who did it!   

This is why confession is so important.  We should also learn what is a 
good confession?  Most of the time it should be short and sweet…’I did it 
and no one else.’  We pray the Liturgy of the Hours daily, read scripture, 
go to Mass, and pray the Rosary.  These holy habits should be cultivated in 
our obedience to our Rule.  We must obey God’s will and not our own. 
How difficult this may be for each individual is between ourselves and 
our Lord and the grace He has given us in the cross He carried for our 
salvation. 

As Lothar Hardick, O.F.M. consistently uses the phrase, “again and again,” 
it should be a reminder to us that again and again we should pray to our 
Lord Jesus Christ to do “His Will.”  Lothar Hardick, O.F.M. also reiterates, 
“Human freedom on the one hand and clinging to God’s will on the other 
is not a contradiction’.  They are one and the same.  We are given that 
freedom of grace from God as we remain in obedience to our Profession 
as Isolated Tertiaries.   
                                                    

                                       “Antiphon of the Blessed Virgin” 

Holy Virgin Mary, among women, 
there is no one like you born in the world: 
you are the daughter and the servant of the most high 
and supreme King and Father of heaven, 
you are the spouse of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray for us with Saint Michael the Archangel 
and all the powers of the heavens and all the 
saints to your most beloved Son, the Lord and Master. 
Glory to the Father . . . As it was in the beginning . . . 

Prayer:  Let us bless the Lord, the living and true God; to Him let 
                us always render praise, glory, honor, blessing, and every 
                good.  Amen.  Amen.  So be it.  So be it.                                        
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JULY:  1:   St. Juinpero Serra, Feast day (important for us Californians) and  
                    his tomb is at the Mission in Carmel, California. 

JULY   7:   IT Zoom Gathering 6:45 PM Eastern Time. Judith Inglesby, TOF 
                    Facilitator and Frank will present Article 42: 

Article 42:  Charity unites not only God with men but also one another, as is 
                     shown in the prayer of our Lord Jesus Christ:  “I pray…that they  
                     too may be one in us, as thou Father, art in me, and I in Thee”                                          
                     (Jn 17: 20-21).  Tertiaries, therefore, shall regard all others as 
                     children of God and brothers and sisters of Christ our Lord. 
                     They shall treat each one with the greatest kindness and  
                     courtesy, that is both sincere and heartfelt, praising virtues 
                     and mercifully concealing faults—in keeping with the Apostle: 
                     “Bear the burden of one another failings; then you will be 
                      fulfilling the law of Christ” (Galations, 6: 2). 

JULY: 15:    St. Bonaventure, OFM (Feast Day) 

JULY: 16:    Canonization of St. Francis of Assisi 
    
OCTOBER 26-30:  The Confraternity Annual Retreat/Reunion/Conference 
                                    at the Saint Flex Catholic Center, 1280 Hitzfield St, 
                                    Hintinton, Indiana. 46750…For more information on 
                                    this retreat, please refer to the May issue of the 
                                    Soldiers of Christ Newsletter. 

                                    The retreat is open to Franciscan Tertiaries 
                                    and any other member of the Third Order and  
                                    especially those in Formation.  
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