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                                                              THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 

In observing the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph travel to Jerusalem 
to present Jesus to the Lord.  In obedience, the Holy family, 
brought their firstborn male child to be consecrated in the Temple.  
They brought with them their sacrifice of the poor, a pair of 
turtledoves, in order to ransom Him back into their care.  Simeon 
had been waiting decades to see our Lord and give his blessing upon 
Jesus after being told he would not see death before before he would 
see the Messiah.   Then Simeon says to Mary, “Behold, this child is 
destine for the fall and rise of many  in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be contradicted, and you yourself a sword will pierce” (Lk 2:  22-35). 

The Holy Family returns to Nazareth in joy and sorrow with the knowledge given them by 
Simeon.  God had revealed many things to Mary and Joseph through dreams and prophesy. 
They lived in accordance to the law of their time and in obedience to the “Will of God.”  In 
our own lives as “Third Order Franciscans,” how does God speak to us? 

A priest once said to me, “God reveals himself to us through natural means in our daily 
lives.”  What does this mean?  God talks to us through other people or in silence, and most 
of the time we may miss the message God is sending.  How can this be?  Even the 
disciples walking on the road to Emmas did not recognize Jesus when He was walking 
and talking with them until the breaking of the bread (Luke 24: 13-35).   
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How are we to see our Lord in the times we live today?  First, we must pray and walk with 
Jesus in our hearts each day.  He will hear us.  We must trust that He hears us and look for 
Him throughout the day.  In our prayer and obedience to “His Will” our Lord will reveal 
Himself through simple things in our lives.  A smile from someone when we are feeling sad, 
a kind word is said that cheers us up, or something happens and it all works out.  It is 
easy not to connect these little messages from God if we do not realize He is present with 
us now.  The message of “The Presentation of the Lord,” would be God is here, and we can 
talk and walk with Him because He has become visible to us in His human and divine 
nature through the Holy Spirit.  

God may not speak to us through dreams or prophesy, but he will reveal Himself to us if we 
look for Him with love and see Christ in everyone we meet.  God will lift those blinders  
from our eyes and our hearts through our obedience as Third Order Franciscans, and in 
prayer ask Him to guide our way in this journey of life as if we had taken that road to 
Emmas and now know He is present within us.  

                        Canticle of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32)  

                   Lord, now you let your servant go in peace; 
         your word has been fulfilled: 

         my own eyes have seen the salvation which 
         you have prepared in the sight of every people 

         a light to reveal you to the nation and 
         the glory of your people Israel.                     
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                                                Brenda Dunkelman, TOF 
 

 Brenda Dunkelman was Professed on July 10, 2016 
with the SFO, San Luis Rey Fraternity, out of 
Oceanside, Ca. and became an Isolated Tertiary in 
April 2021.   She resides in Chino, California, eighty 
miles North of  Oceanside.  Brenda and her 
husband Jim and son Dylan have lovingly restored 
her grandparents’ farm home over the past ten 
years and have renamed it, The Funny Farm.  
Brenda has surrounded herself with animals, 
gardens, orchards, and a life that has truly 
Franciscan vibes, even before she actually knew 
what being Professed was. 

In her personal life she graduated from Loma Linda University with a 
degree in Radiologic Technologies, she worked as an x-ray technologist for 
a decade before changing gears and going to work with her husband in their 
real estate company.  Currently, she is still partners in the real estate 
business while running the day to day operations of the The Funny Farm. 
The short explanation of the name of the farm—it is a place where people go 
to feel happy, soothed, embraced by humor and laughter, and because her 
animals make her laugh! 

As a participating member of her parish community, Brenda has been a 
lector/reader for many years and was ‘voluntold’ to be coordinator of the 
lector ministry eight years ago.  She serves a ministry of about fifty well- 
trained lectors, who have continued to serve alongside her in their love of 
God’s Word and living it to the best of abilities. 

Brenda is also a writer.  She has projects published, projects in the works 
and projects that have been collecting dust waiting to see the light of day. 
Brenda enjoys creating stories that have redemptive qualities and have 
something important hidden within.  It is in the knitting of stories and 
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building of complex characters that Brenda is in her element.  Lately 
she has also started to paint.  So we will see what gems this produces. 

Brenda shares her home with her husband, grown son and uncle.  Her 
home is her sanctuary. 

With love from the Funny Farm. 

                                                                                          B.R. Dunkelman, TOF 
                                                                                                     Jan. 2022 

 

                                    Brenda while on vacation in Wyoming 
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                                                     Our Lady of Lourdes 
                                       Feast day February 11th 

    There were 13 messages given to Bernadette Saubirous beginning 
on February 11, 1858 to July 16, 1858 and was approved by Pope  
Pius IX: (Pontifical decree of 1 February 1876.)  A young 14 year old girl 
with hardly any education, could not read or write, but had a strong 
personality, which must have given her what she needed during the 
the struggles she endured during the Apparitions of “Our Lady of 
Lourdes.  Through all Bernadette’s sufferings the one comment from her 
to take note:  “This is my heaven.”   Can any of us say that when we are 
struggling in our lives and experiencing hardships? 

   Reflecting on the various Apparitions of Our Lady, Fatima, Lourdes, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, Medjugorie, which has not been approved yet as it is still in process, and 
various others, I am fascinated that the “Mother of God” would come to us.  All of them have 
common requests and messages,  prayer, conversion, healings, as Jesus had performed 
when he was on earth, or a request from Mary for a Chapel to be built.  Mary loves us so 
much as her children she wishes we look to her to find her Son, Jesus. 

     My fascination comes from my being raised in the Lutheran Church and not learning of 
the various visitations of our Lady as being possible.  Mary knows of what life in her day 
was like and understands our lives today.  A hard concept for me to accept, as I progressed 
in my time of conversion in 1971, but at the same time I knew it was real.  As I learned more 
of the Catholic church, and the light bulb lit above my head, I could see all the saints are  
there for us, to guide us, watch over us, and hear our petition for prayer.  A new world of the 
miraculous was shown to me that never had existed before as I was studying from the book, 
The New Catechism, Catholic Faith for Adults, a thick blue book, with in Imprimatur:  May 
1966. 

   The first Saint I was introduced was St. Padre Pio who died in 1968, a Franciscan 
Capuchin Priest, and I was left in awe learning of his story, and today compare him to 
St. Francis, who must have had the same qualities as St. Padre Pio.  As I contemplate,  
Our Lady of Lourdes, I realize for a nonCatholic at the time, and a cradle Catholic who was 
raised to understand this Apparition, are two different realities.  Bernadette, I imagine, was 
at first in fear and then in awe at who the Lady was at the Grotto.  I feel I can somewhat 
relate to this awesomeness Bernadette was experiencing when I was encircled with new 
revelations of God and learned of the true Church of our Lord Jesus Christ in 1971. 
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   Our Lady of Lourdes requested the new spring of water that had appeared, “to drink at the 
spring and wash in it.”  The water, after examination, was determined as pure and many 
miracles have happened to pilgrims at Lourdes as they bathed and drank from this spring. 
This Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes is in the town of Lourdes, France and is visited by 
millions each year.  Bernadette Soubrious was canonized on the “Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception” on December 8, 1933, and her feast day is February 18. 

Thanks be to God! 

Sandy Baden, TOF 

    *************************************************************************************************** 

     Quotes from St. Padre Pio’s Love of:  “My dear little Mother”  
************************************************************************* 

“With great tenderness, he always spoke of the Blessed 
Mother as ‘my dear little mother.’” 

“All graces given by God pass through the Blessed Mother.” 

“Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for her Rosary is the 
 weapon against the evils of the world today.” 

“Some people are so foolish that they think they can go through 
 life without the help of the Blessed Mother.” 

“With what care she accompanied me to the altar this morning! 
It seemed to me as though she had nothing to think about other 
than me filling my heart with saintly affections.” 
                                                                                                                           6 



  

           MONDAY:                                                    JUDITH INGLESBY, TOF 

           TUESDAY:                                                   LINDA MENSER, TOF 

           WEDNESDAY:                                             LUIS GUZMAN, TOF 

           THURSDAY:                                                PAUL AND MARY TAG, TOF 
                                                                               SANDY BADEN, TOF 

           FRIDAY:                                                       LINDA MENSER, TOF 

           SATURDAY:                                                 ERICKA WITOVER, TOF 

           SUNDAY:                                                      LINDA MENSER, TOF  

Please include prayer for the intentions of our Pope, Bishops and Priests.  Also pray for the 
Community of Friars of the Immaculate Conception Province for an increase in their 
Community, and all the intentions of the members of the Isolated Tertiaries Community. 

   (Contact Pepe Ventosa, TOF, if you would like to participate in Eucharistic Adoration.) 
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FEBRUARY 3: Isolated Tertiary Gathering (Zoom) 6:45 (Eastern Time                                                                  
                                Article 41: Linda Menser Facilitator 

MARCH 7:       Isolated Tertiary Gathering (Zoom) 6:45 Eastern Time                                    
                          
   
                                                    ARTICLE 41 

Since Christ is the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6), tertiaries 
should have the deep conviction that, by reason of their baptism and 
holy profession, they must become like Christ crucified, and must 
follow his gospel as their rule of life.  For, the observance of that gospel 
in a perfect way is the reason for the Rule of our holy Father Francis.   
Thus, the members, “Although they pass their lives in the midst of the 
world, should be imbued with the mind and spirit of Christ” (Pope 
Pius, XII, Address to Tertiaries, 20 September 1945). 

Questions to think about Article 41: 

1. How do you follow the Gospel as a rule of life? 

2.   What are some of the struggles you may find difficult in the 
       observance of following a perfect way in our world today. 
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                                FEBRUARY 2:    The Presentation of the Lord 

                                FEBRUARY 11:  (Our Lady of Lourdes) Feast Day 
  
                                FEBRUARY 22:  The Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle 
  

 

We had two groups currently in Initial Formation for Isolated Tertiaries, however, the two 
groups will become one at the next Zoom gathering.  George and Nadia will join group 2 
with Wanda from Texas, Clarissa from Illinois, Eric from Tx, Michael from Ca. Eugene from 
Missouri, Michael from Louisiana, and Gordon from Australia. 

George and Nadia will be receiving their Scapula and “brown cord” of the Third Order 
according to the rituals approved by the Church, which is called investiture or clothing. 
Upon the time of Profession all will receive a white cord.  

The rule says: “The members shall wear the small scapular and the cord as prescribed; 
if they do not, they deprive themselves of the rights and privileges of the order.”  
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                                                                   V 
                                              BOASTING IN THE CROSS 

   Try to realize the dignity God has conferred on you.  He created and 
formed your body in the image of His beloved Son and your soul in His 
own likeness (see Gen 1:26).  And yet every creature under heaven serves 
and acknowledges and obeys it's creator in its own way better than you do. 
Even the devils were not solely responsible for crucifying Him; it was you 
who crucified Him with them and you continue to crucify Him with them  
by pleasure in your vices and sins. 

   What have you to be proud of?  If you were so cleaver and learned that you 
knew everything (see 1 Cor 13:2) and could speak every language (see 1 Cor 
12:28), so that the things of heaven were an open book to you, still you  
could not boast of that.  Any of the devils knew more about the things of 
heaven and knows about the things of heaven and knows more about the 
things of earth than any human being, even one who might have received 
from God a special revelation of the highest wisdom.  If you were the most 
handsome and richest man in the world and could work wonders and drive 
out devils, all that would be something extrinsic to you, it would not belong 
to you and you could not boast of it.  But there is one things of which we can 
all boast; we can boast of our humiliations (see 2 Cor 12:15) and in taking 
up daily the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (see Lk 14:37). 

   As I had read this Admonition V, “Boasting In the Cross” it was difficult or “not easy to read,” 
as Lothar Hardick, OFM explains.   After several readings I did come up with my own  
interpretation of how or what we can boast of our humiliations, or what we could try to 
boast in our Lord Jesus Christ.   

   God sees us differently than we see ourselves, which is why this “Admonition V “ seems so 
hard to understand.  Boasting in ourselves serves no purpose if it does not reflect in the 
Glory of God.  In order to love God, we must first know and love ourselves in order to 
emanate the love of God to others.  Only in this realization of ourselves we can then boast 
in our love of God and understand that everything comes from Him and Him alone.                
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   What comes to mind when we read in the Canticle of Mary when she states, “My soul 
proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for He has 
looked with favor on His lowly servant,” (Lk 1:46-48).  We can see in this first sentence 
of this Canticle, Mary’s complete love of God comes from the soul of her heart.   Mary  
sees the greatness of the Lord, and Mary rejoices in God alone because, “The Almighty 
has done great things for me and holy is His name,” (Lk:1 49).  Mary realizes all that  
she is comes from God, so therefore, she cannot boast in herself, but only in God. 

   We often pray,”Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning, is now and will be for ever.  Amen.”  Do we really understand what 
we are saying when we repeat these words so often and maybe we may not realize 
what we are really saying?  After studying  “Admonition V” we may now see the glory 
and praise we are giving to God each time we say “The Glory Be…”  It has brought new  
meaning when we pray these words because we can see the joy of proclaiming glory  
to the Holy Trinity forever and always.  We are boasting in our Lord and not ourselves,  
and maybe we will pray  “The Glory Be….more often. 

   All that we have, every breath we take, every talent we may have, all blessings given, are 
a blessing from God to be used for His glory.  Our salvation comes to us through the 
cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ and brings us joy in our journey, and in  
the end may we pray: “Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

1.  Can you see how to practice perfect joy in Admonition V? 

2.      How do you deal with humility and carrying your cross in this world today? 

3.      What is your gift and how do you give Glory to God with it? 
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