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This is our second issue of the “Soldiers of Christ Newsletter,” and where

did the month of August disappear?  The month went by so quickly I am

amazed.  In the month of August my husband, Ted and I took our 24 Ft

RV with our C-Max in tow, and made our destination to Ohio to attend the 
two annual picnics with Fraternities in Youngstown and Barberton, Ohio.


                                               Our Visit To Ohio



As I reflect on our trip and all the 
memories that now remain 
permanently in my mind, we will always 
be grateful for the love and hospitality 
that was given from these two 
fraternities, St. Padre Pio Fraternity 
and  St. Francis & St. Clare Fraternity.  
We thank you so much for this 
opportunity to meet with these 
fraternities and put faces to these 
wonderful Franciscan Tertiaries.


We drove through Ohio to Exit 54 

off of highway 79, and the first thing we 
see is the large statue of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus near Hubbard, Ohio 
This is a sight you would never see in

California.  I knew that there had to be 
something very special about this

statue, as we would later find out.  The 




RV Park we stayed was a couple of blocks away with a beautiful lake and 
activities everywhere for everyone.  


The next day, September 14th was the annual picnic with the St. Padre Pio

Fraternity at the Shrine of Our Lady Comforter of the Afflicted in 
Youngstown, Ohio.  

  





                                                       Sandy Baden, Fr. Vit and Ted Baden


The first person I met was Fr. Vit Fiala, OFM and I was honored to have

met him.  How blessed we are to have such a Holy Priest as our Spiritual 
Director to the Tertiary fraternities in the area and also Isolated Tertiaries

of The Third Order of St. Francis through various states in the US.


The day began with Eucharistic Adoration and Mass at noon with Fr. Vit.

After Mass Fr. Vit gave an inspirational talk on how to deepen our spiritual 
lives as Third Order Franciscans.  We all then went down stairs below the 
church for the picnic. I was impressed with all the food that was brought 
by everyone and it was delicious.  The people we met were gracious and

welcoming.  Thank you so much for a wonderful day.
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The next day was the annual picnic of the S.S. Francis and Clare Fraternity 
of the Third Order of St. Francis.


Ted and I met Pepe and Debbie in person, as I could not believe I was

in Uniontown, Ohio.  Like the Padre Pio Fraternity everyone was gracious

and welcoming and the food was delicious.  After another inspirational

talk from Fr. Vit we all hiked up to a beautiful sight with a statue of the

Blessed Mother and recited the Crown Rosary.  Pepe then showed Ted

and I the building where the Adoration Chapel of the Holy Eucharist was 
held and we prayed a little while.  What another wonderful day.




 

                     Debbie & Pepe Ventosa, daughter Teresa, and Fr. Vit                                                                                                
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The next special day was August 17th which began at 8:30 AM with

Debbie Ventosa as our driver and guide.  First thing was Mass and 
Adoration of the Holy Eucharist at Santa Clara Monastery where Mother

Angelica, EWTN, professed solemn vows and spent 17 years of vowed life.

Debbie then took us to the Servant of God, Rhoda Wise Home and Grotto.  
Here we learned of Rhoda Wise, who was a local mystic, was visited by

Jesus Christ and St. Theresa, the Little Flower.  Many miracles have been 
given by our Lord, especially for some who would sit in the chair that 
Jesus sat when talking to Rhoda Wise.  My husband, Ted, said he had a 
mini conversion as he sat in that very chair.  Can someone tell me what a

mini conversion is, as I was praying for a very large conversion for Ted?


Pictures below are the Rhoda Wise House and Grotto, Debbie and I 
praying at the altar at the Roda Wise home, Ted praying in the chair where 
Jesus had sat, and one of a rose petal left by St. Theresa,The Little Flower, 
which St. Theresa had left many with pictures of a saint on each petal.
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Our next stop was the Tour of the Life of Mother Angelica at the 

St. Raphael Center, Canton Ohio.  The Mother Angelica Museum was

open and we learned many new things of Mother Angelica’s life.


There is a connection between Mother Angelica and Servant of God,

Rhoda Wise, as Mother Angelica had been healed of a stomach ailment 

at the home of Rhoda Wise when Mother Angelica was a little girl.


Pictures below are of Debbie and I in front of Mother Angelica Museum

and standing in front of Rhoda Wise Grotto.


The other connection I forgot to mention; the Rhoda Wise house gives out

Sacred Heart badges as Rhoda had a special devotion to the Sacred Heart

of Jesus…that was the connection I was referring to with the Statue of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus off of Highway 79, exit 54. Thank you Lord for this

blessed visit to Ohio.        

                                                                         Sandy Baden, TOF
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Dates to Remember:


Sept.  8:        Birth of the Blessed Mother, Mary, the Mother of

                           God.


Sept. 14:       Exaltation of the Holy Cross


October 1l:    First Thursday of the Month, IT monthly gathering,

                      6:45 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) via zoom.

                       

October 3:     Transitus      


October 4:     Luis Guzman, TOF, will be celebrating his Investiture as

                      an Isolated Tertiary in California.  What a perfect date that 

                      was picked as it is “The Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.”

 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++                      
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                           Words about Our Blessed Mother

                                      By Luis Guzman, TOF


Genesis 3:15:  “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; He will strike at your head, while you

strike at his heel.”


As you know these words were God’s words to the serpent after he tricked 
Adam and Eve into eating the fruit.  I think a lot of people do not realize the

importance of what happened in Genesis 3:15. God tells Satan He will put

enmity between him and the women.  Meaning the “woman” will be

preserved from sin.  God surely was not talking about Eve, because she 

had already sinned.  So who is the”woman” who God said would be

sinless and untouchable by Satan?  Well, we know from the new 
testament that Mary was referred to as “woman” by none other than her

son, Jesus, himself.  Notice, Jesus calls his mother “woman” only twice in

the Gospel.  When? At two very significant events.


1.  When Jesus started his ministry at the Wedding of Cana, (John 2: 3-4)

       “When the wine ran short, the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They 

       no wine.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman how does your concern affect

       me?  My hour has not yet come.”


2.   At the foot of the cross (John 19: 25-26)  “Standing by the cross of  

      Jesus where his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of  

      Clopas, and Mary of Magdala.  When Jesus saw His mother and the 

      disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold

      your son.” 


As I understand, Mary is the new Eve because God made it known to the 
serpent at the beginning in Genesis.  She was God’s plan since Adam

and Eve had fallen.  We know Mary appeared in the old testament

(Isaiah 7: 14),  “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign; the virgin

shall be with child, and bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.”

Later confirmed in Mathew’s gospel (Mathew 1: 22-23).  All this took place

to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin

shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”
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Then we have the Annunciation and the Magnificat.  How 
beautiful!  Despite her not appearing in Sacred Scripture too 
often, the times she does are extremely important to God’s 
plan of salvation.  I also like to think of Mary as being

every where.  She was in the Old Testament, New Testament,

and continues to intercede for her children today. I think Mary

as being with us since the beginning when humanity first 
sinned, although not yet born in Genesis, but God had 
already given her to us.  As it is stated in (Jeremiah 4: 5), 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you came to birth I 
consecrated you…”

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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       HOW TO REMAIN FRANCISCAN IN A GRRRRRRR WORLD

                              Written by Ericka C. Witover, TOF


Be patient. Hebrews 6:15- “And so having patiently waited, he

obtained the promise.”  It’s so easy to skip discernment in our daily

lives and just ‘go with the flow,’ trusting in our own sense.  I learned 
this lesson this past week.  I have been ‘fish sitting’ a Beta named

George for a best friend.  For three days George played dead on

me.  Literally.  He would float sideways.  He would float upside down.

Then he wedged himself between the glass of the tank and the pump

and didn’t move.  Each time I tried to rouse him he would barely

respond..GRRRRRRR…..Finally I gave up hope and messaged my 
friend to tell her George had died.  I left him in the tank and decided 
to scoop him out the next day.  Well, on the fourth morning George 
was dashing all around the tank looking for his breakfast.  I was 
dumbfounded.  And like a donkey I had to message my friend back 
and tell her she could thank St. Francis for resurrecting her fish from 
the dead because he was alive.  Facepalm!  (Apparently Beta’s have a 
sick sense of humor.) Then I realized I had jumped the gun.  I didn’t 
have patience with the situation and hadn’t really taken the issue to 
the Lord, no matter how small or silly it may have seemed.  But the 
Lord wants to be involved with every little detail of our life, if only we 
let him.  


“Be patient in trials, watchful in prayer, and never cease working,”  

- St. Francis.


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


This is the second tip from Ericka Witover, TOF… the third to come

in the next issue of the “Soldiers of Christ Newsletter.
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION

ISOLATED TERTIARIES SCHEDULE

                    MONDAY
                                  Judith Inglesby, TOF

                    TUESDAY
Linda Menser, TOF

                    WEDNESDAY
                                  Luis Guzman, TOF
                                  Judith Inglesby, TOF

                    THURSDAY
                                  Paul and Mary Tag, TOF
   
                    FRIDAY

Linda Menser, TOF
                                  Pepe Ventosa, TOF

                    SATURDAY
Ericka Witover, TOF

                    SUNDAY
                                  Linda Menser, TOF                                                             10



Please include pray for the intentions of our Pope, bishops and priests.
Also pray for the community of friars of the Immaculate Conception Province, for 
increase in religious vocations in their community and for all the intentions of the 

members of the Isolated Tertiaries Community.          
                                                                                                 

  Please contact Pepe Ventosa, TOF if you would like to participate in Eucharistic Adoration.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

                    

Admonitions Study:


Due to a lack of participation on the night, August 17th, the Admonitions

Study was shut down for the evening.  For whatever happened we do not

know.  For those who are still interested in this Study we will for the time

being give a discussion of each chapter within this Newsletter with 
questions.  Anyone who would like to contribute their thoughts can

send me an email and I will bring them forward within the next Newsletter.


Our first study is Chapter One, which was sent to each of you for study.

Starting next month I will contribute my thoughts along with any thoughts

or insights learned from anyone.  Thank you. 


Sandy Baden, TOF

sandy.baden@yahoo.com

(760) 209-4466


                            Admonitions of St. Francis of Assisi                                                                                             
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