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                                 HOUR OF GRACE:  Requested by “The Blessed Mother.” 


Between November 24, 1946 and December 8, 1947, The Blessed

Mother appeared to Sr. Pierina in Montichiari, Italy, eleven times.

Mary’s main reason for these visits was to request an “Hour of Grace”

every year on the 8th of December, at noon.  Many spiritual graces 
and physical blessings will be received by those who pray, 
undisturbed, during this “Hour of Grace.”  Mary wanted to be known

as the Mystical Rose and announced herself as the “Immaculate

Conception,” the Mother of Her Beloved Son.  Four important 
requests were made for this “Hour of Grace.” 


1.  Hour of Grace:  December 8th, Feast of the Immaculate Conception to be 12 noon to       

       1:00 PM (one full hour of prayer).

2.     During this hour the person making the “Hour of Grace,” either at home or in Church,

        must put away all distractions and only concentrate on your union with God. 

3.     Begin by praying the 51st Psalm, three times with outstretched arms.

4.     The rest of the “Hour of Grace” may be spent in silent communication with God,

        meditating upon the Passion of Jesus, saying the Holy Rosary, praising God in your

        own way or by using favorite prayers, singing hymns, or meditating on other Psalms.
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                                                                         Sandy Baden, TOF

                                               Painted in the year 2000 and was named “Psalm 51)

                    

For more detailed information on the “Hour of Grace” by The Blessed Mother and on the 
visitations by Our Lady to Sr. Pierina can be found:

                                   www.catholic-church.org/~marian/mystical-rose.htm  


The “Day of Recollection” took place on November 13, 2021 at the Shrine

of Our Lady Comforter of the Afflicted in Youngstown, Oh.  We are working

on placing Fr. Vit’s presentation in our YouTube channel for all to view.

Update to follow.


We have two groups in Initial Formation for Isolated Tertiaries.  In Group 1

we have a couple from Florida, George and Nadia, who have been in

the Inquiry Period for several months.  They are planning to be received

into the Novitiate in December 2021.
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Group 2 just started to meet in November 2021.  There are seven 
Inquires at this time, Wanda from Texas, Clarissa from Illinois, Eric from 
Texas, Michael from California, Eugene from Missouri, Michael from

Louisiana, and Gordon from Australia.


For Initial Formation we are using the New Catechism of the Third Order

by Marion A Habig, OFM, and Call to Commitment complemented with

writings from St. Francis, Papal Encyclicals, and other documents on the

Third Order.  Assisting Ericka Witover, TOF, Formation Coordinator, we

have an Initial Formation team composed of Fr. Vit Fiala, OFM,

Fr. Daniel Dozier, TOF, Luis Guzman, TOF, Virgil Daniel, TOF and Pepe

and Debbie Ventosa, TOF.


Please keep those in Initial Formation in your prayers as they discern

their call to enter the Franciscan Third Order.




December 7:   Fast of Vigil of Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception

                                            (Rule, Ch II, 4)


December 8:   Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception


December 8:   Two year anniversary of the establishment of the

                        Franciscan Tertiaries of the Providence of the Immaculate

                        Conception
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Pray Always:  1 Thessalonians 5:17 “Pray without ceasing.”  We can

get so overwhelmed in our busy lives as we try to squeeze in Holy

Mass, The Liturgy of the Hours, perhaps a Rosary and a Divine

Mercy Chaplet and any other personal devotions we may have

during the day.  Sometimes our prayers may become rote and

mechanical-done without much thought, feeling or joy in our

hearts, so long as we get them ‘done’.  Grrrrr…..How do we add

praying without ceasing to an already busy day?  Simply by

being simple like St. Francis.  ‘Lord I love you,’ can easily be

said anywhere, anytime, and even while performing another task.

Just let the words sink in your heart and flow out of your mouth 

with real love.  Or, as you walk around your house, your place

of employment, the store, just look around and proclaim a prayer.

‘Lord thank you for the birds, they sound beautiful today!’  Thank

you Lord for my job.  I can support my family.’  ‘You are so

awesome Father God, and that sunset was beautiful!’  ‘Jesus

thank you for all these food choices, we are blessed.’  ‘Holy

Spirit fill me with your fire of love.’  ‘Jesus, Mary and Joseph

I love you, please save souls.’  Short and sweet all day long

and before you know it you are praying without ceasing.  And

I have the feeling the Lord may relish more in our little petals of

prayer we offer with the soul of our heart, than a Rosary offered

with yawns and speed.  “Do few things, but do them well, simple 
joys are holy” - St Francis -


Have a blessed Advent season my Franciscan sisters and brothers!
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Mary and Paul Tag, TOF were professed into the OFS 
Fraternity of St. Francis X. Cabrini Fraternity (Akron Ohio)

in October 2013, and were privileged to be in the Formation 
process with Debbie and Pepe Ventosa, who taught by

grace-filled modeling of going from “Gospel of Life, and Life to 
the Gospel,” message of St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi.


Paul was born and grew up in a very strict religious family in Missoula Montana.  His

grandfather was the minister of the German Baptist church in Town. Missoula is in a

scenic valley surrounded by mountains and is home to the smokejumper training 
center for the pacific northwest.  As a young man, Paul, was able to train and work 
as a smokejumper and fight fires in five states in the West.  He earned enough to

receive a degree in aerospace engineering.  He worked in this field for may years in

Arizona until moving to Illinois to switch directions in his career.  Paul enjoyed 
motorcycle racing, snowmobiling, skiing, and all things mechanical as hobbies, but 
along the way, he let the light on his faith dim.


Mary was born in Chicago, grew up in an average Catholic family in a small town in

the northwest suburbs and planned to live there for life.  Sewing, painting, reading, 
writing poetry, and gardening are lifelong hobbies that continue today.  For

thirteen years, Mary has worked remotely for a consulting company located in the

Chicagoland area.


Our Journey Together:


Paul and I met in 1979 and were married in 1982.  Paul converted to Catholicism 
and was confirmed in March of 1983.  We have one daughter, who was born in

1984.  Paul’s company transferred us to Canton, Ohio in 1992.  Leaving our life in
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Illinois was a huge adjustment, but the Divine Will, in perfect time, was preparing

us for a deeper, more faith filled Catholic life.  I attribute Paul’s transfer to Canton

as the beginning of Our Lord’s desire that we follow a life more seriously committed

to following Him.  I devoted myself to different ministries, over the years; pro-life

counseling, teen outreach, Catholic radio and teaching 2nd grade catechism as

well as volunteering in our daughter’s school.  One day, after a few years, it occurred

to me that Canton was a richly Catholic community, and that I was completely 
blessed to be living there.  I still felt that I was being called to do something more.

As God would have it, in the spring of 2011, I ran into an old acquaintance after

Mass on a Friday, and it changed the direction of our lives…it happened to be

Debbie Ventosa.


I was invited to a “Come and See” in September of 2011.  For the first meeting we

were asked to bring our spouses so that they would understand the family 
commitment of a Franciscan vocation.  I knew that Paul would be completely 
supportive of my journey.  What I did not know, however, was that Paul would

instantly be moved in spirit to be part of this walk.  I understood that leaving Illinois

would impact our family in many ways, but what I did not realize until walking twenty 
years later, was that in surrendering to God’s Will, I would receive the enormous

gift of walking with Paul by my side in the Franciscan way of life.


In 2018 we moved to Florida to be near our daughter’s family - another blessing.

We currently are waiting to schedule our formal Investiture Ceremony as Isolated

Franciscans Tertiaries of the Province of the Immaculate Conception.


Even though we are both still working, we enjoy praying together as often as

we can during the day, reading from our little library of Catholic books, (all

things Franciscan,) walking together in different parks, going to Adoration,

and spending time with our daughter, son-in-law, and our two grandkids

every week.


We are grateful to have the opportunity to grow in our Franciscan vocation with 

you, our IT brothers and sisters, as we learn and pray together for the sake of

the Kingdom of God.
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                              THE FIRST NATIVITY SCENE IS A FRANCISCAN TRADITION 

                                                               Article by:  Luis Guzman TOF 

  

“In the beginning was the word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things 

were made by Him:  and without Him was made nothing that was 

made.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the 

light shineth in darkness and the darkness did not comprehend it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  This man 

came for a witness, to give testimony of the light, that all men might believe through him. 

He was not the light, but was to give testimony of the light.   That was the true light, which 

enlighteneth every man that cometh into this world.  He was in the world, and the world 

was made by Him, and the world knew Him not. 

He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.  But as many as received Him, He 

gave them power to be made the sons of God, to them that believe in His name.  Who are 

born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the 

Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we saw His glory, the glory as it were of 

the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth (John 1:  1-14.)” 

That is as close as John’s gospel comes to depicting the birth of Jesus Christ.  Yet, 

interestingly enough, it was St. Francis’s favorite Gospel.  We find ourselves in a beautiful 

time in the liturgical calendar of Holy Mother Church:  Christmas.  Without Christmas 

there is no salvation, no Eucharist, and no cross.  For Jesus told His disciples in Luke 9:24 

that ‘whoever wanted to be His disciple had to deny himself and take up his cross.’  Jesus 

established the Papacy: Mathew 16: 18-19  ‘And I say to thee:  That thou art Peter, and upon 

this rock I will build my church, and the gates of her shall not prevail against it.  And I will 

give to thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven.’  The Bread of Life Discourse:  John 6 
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22-71 (excerpt), ‘If any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever, and the bread that I 

will give, is my flesh, for the life of the world.’  The Sacrament of Reconciliation:  John 20: 

23, “Whose sins you shall forgive, they are forgiven them; and whose sins you shall retain, 

they are retained.”  In order for such to take place, Jesus had to be born.  Of course, 

with the angelic salutation, (Ave Maria Gratia Plena) and Mary’s subsequent yes (Behold 

the handmaid of the Lord; be it done according to thy word,) there would be not 

Christmas.  In this time of Christmas, we worship the second person of the Trinity,  Jesus, 

and honor Mary, Theotokos, meaning God-Bearer.  Though in Romans 12:5, St. Paul 

states that,  ‘we are many, are one body in Christ.’  Franciscans have a particular reason 

for being extraordinarily joyful over the nativity scene. 

St. Bonaventure writes in The Life of St. Francis of Assisi:  “Now three years before his 

death it befell that he was minded, at the town of Greccio, to celebrate the memory of the 

Birth of the Child Jesus, with all the added solemnity that he might, for the kindling of  

devotion.  That this then made ready a manager, and bade hay, together with an ox and an 

ass, be brought unto the spot.  The Brethren were called together, the folk assembled, the 

wood echoed with their voices, and that August night was made radiant and solemn with 

many bright lights, and with tuneful and sonorous praises.  The man of God, filled with 

tender love, stood before the manager, bathed in tears, and overflowing with joy.  Solemn 

Masses were celebrated over the manager, Francis, the Levite of Christ, chanting the Holy 

Gospel.” 

The Nativity Scene is a Franciscan tradition as St. Francis created the first nativity scene in 

1223.  In perfect humility and reverence for the Gospel, as written by St. Bonaventure, St. 

Francis first sought the permission of Pope Honorious III.  Such great humility, from such 

a great man of God.  For God chose His only Son to be born under the most humble 

beginnings.  The birth of Jesus Christ reminds us that we ought to be humble.  What a 

perfect joy that this visible reminder of the birth of Jesus came to be from one that 

impoverished himself for the sake of the Gospel.  Our Seraphic Father Francis had a great 

devotion to the Gospel.  Even while his favorite Gospel did not mention the nativity of 

Jesus, it lived in him.  Let the King of Kings live in us.  Viva Christo Rey! 
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                                             MONDAY:                                    JUDITH INGLESBY, TOF 

                                             TUESDAY:                                     LINDA MENSER, TOF 

                                            WEDNESDAY:                              LUIS GUZMAN, TOF 

                                            THURSDAY:                                   PAUL AND MARY  TAG, TOF 
                                                                                                    SANDY BADEN, TOF 

                                           FRIDAY:                                         LINDA MENSER,  TOF 

                                           SATURDAY:                                   ERICKA WITOVER, TOF 

                                           SUNDAY:                                       LINDA MENSER, TOF 

Please include prayer for the intentions of our Pope, Bishops and Priests.  Also pray for the community of 
friars of the Immaculate Conception Province for an increase in religious vocations in their community, and 
all the intentions of the members of the Isolated Tertiaries Community. 

             (Contact Pepe Ventosa, TOF if you would like to participate in Eucharistic Adoration.) 
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                                                                    CHAPTER III “PERFECT OBEDIENCE “          
             
 What is “Perfect Obedience,” as the Author, Lothar Hardick, OFM speaks in this Admonition?  Admonition III 
reflects upon Obedience on our way of life as Franciscans and the obedience we must obtain in living the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Concerning Obedience as Francis says:  “Sin is a contradiction of God’s will.  Obedience makes man subject 
to God’s will. “   What a wonderful way to look at this statement if we are to be “Obedient” within our 
Franciscan way of life as an Isolated Tertiary.   Following the “Will of God” will keep us “Obedient” to our 
Profession and Franciscan way of life each day.  Going to Mass, confession, and daily prayer is God’s 
will for us, which means we are being “Obedient” when we are faithful to our obligations.  Everything 
we do in love unites us to Our Lord Jesus Christ and brings us into “Obedience” with Him. 

As Isolated Tertiaries it is our responsibility to remain Obedient to the Rule of the Franciscan Order of 1883.    
It remains alive today in us as Obedient servants of God to love, nourish, and be faithful to the Holy See and 
the Holy Catholic Church.  We are to remain faithful and “Obedient” to try to achieve Christian perfection in 
in the world as Article 1 states in the Constitution of the Franciscan Third Order.  Obedient to the Rule of 1883 
remains a priority and to the Province of the Immaculate Conception.  May we love our neighbor as 
ourselves and keep true to our Holy Catholic Church and in Our Lord Jesus Christ.  God Bless “ The Franciscan 
Third Order.” 

Below are questions and comments to think about in  Chapter III of the Admonitions on Obedience. 

1.     How have I been Obedient? 

2.    What does Obedience mean to you?   
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3.    Are prayers being prayed the way they should and when they should?  Even if we pray and are in a 
               “Snarky Mood,” we still need to be Obedient in our prayer.  Try not to forget, which can happen, 
               but remain Obedient in thought and word, especially in our hearts. 

4.           Remember to be Obedient as Mary, The Mother of God, is Obedient and pray the Rosary. 

God Bless you all.                                                                                                                     Sandy Baden, TOF 

11


